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BOURNEMOUTH -
THEN MEETS
NOW
Rodney Legg

The Bournemouth we know is aVictorian

new town, although its origins go back

to medieval times. Despite its relatively

recent development, the town has

changed hugely since the nineteenth

century. Using unique unpublished

photographs, and pictures and prints

dating back to the founding of the resort,

Bournemouth’s very own Rodney Legg

shows just what has altered and

what – remarkably – has stayed the same.

Old views are contrasted with the same

spot as it looks today.There are also

complementary extracts and old maps

plus cameo illustrations of incidental

features from the settings both then

and now. Presentation and layout is

refreshingly different.The effect is ground-

breaking.The past is revisited with

renewed vigour. Bournemouth – Then

Meets Now will be a must for locals and

visitors alike.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Rodney Legg was born in Bournemouth
and has emerged as one of the area’s
most prolific historians. He recently pub-
lished Bournemouth: the Good Old Days
also for Halsgrove. He has produced
dozens of other books, particularly on
local history and walking themes, and
has edited both Dorset –The Country
Magazine and Purbeck and Poole Maga-
zine. Nationally he is still active in the
environmental movement having been
chairman of the Open Spaces Society
since 1989 and a member of the ruling
council of the NationalTrust from 1990.
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Driver and carriage passing the Royal Arcade
towards the Grand in 1898.

The Opera House and Royal Arcade, then the Post
Office, Green’s Bar and McDonalds Restaurant,
2008.

The Pavilion from across the Lower Gardens in 1935. The Pavilion from across the Lower Gardens in 2008.

Hengistbury Head from inside the Double Dykes, in a view posted in 1954.

Example of a double-page spread.

Hengistbury Head from Southbourne beach, 2002.


