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This is the story of Dorset in World
WarTwo — from 1939 to 1945. Itis
no exaggeration to say that there is no

Rodney Legg was born in Bournemouth
and has emerged as one of the area’s
most prolific historians. He recently
published Bournemouth: the Good Old
Days also for Halsgrove. He has
produced dozens of other books,
particularly on local history and walking
themes, and has edited both Dorset —
The Country Magazine and Purbeck and
Poole Magazine. Nationally he is still
active in the environmental movement
having been chairman of the Open
Spaces Society since 1989 and a
member of the ruling council of the
National Trust from 1990 to 2009.

other single county in the British Isles
that contributed to victory in so many
decisive ways and on such a variety of
levels and fronts.

Dorset not only withstood the defensive
phase but proved to be pivotal in waging
the offensive war that followed — by
developing the ideas of secret science
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assault battalions of the county regiment,
and by providing the major American
springboard for the D-Day landings.
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Above: Churchill and Churchills with the Prime
Minister inspecting the British tank bearing his
name at Sea Vale Farm, Lulworth, on é April 194 2.

Left: Gl haircuts on the shingle at Freshwater,
Burton Bradstock, in April |944.

Below: Example of a double-page spread.

The Battle of Britain

secret sciemific war began an Friday 3 Janu
afth
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THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN

S

Squadron Leader Ronnie Fokes (left) and his Typhoon pilots of 257 Squadron
at RAF Warmwell on |3 May 1943.

Beales of Bournemouth burning, with its clock having collapsed into Old Christchurch Road,
after the lunchtime raid of 23 May 1943.



