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Millions of international visitors flock to Stratfordupon-Avon in search of Shakespeare, but it was
out of the great medieval forest to the north that
covered much of Warwickshire that the world’s
greatest playwright’s family originated, and which
provided the inspiration for many of his plays.
The volume looks at the heart of Shakespeare’s
Warwickshire – today, the classic towns and villages
with their half-timbered cottages built from Arden
oaks, its myths, romance and legend, its rivers and
waterways, the green enclaves that survive on the
edge of urban Birmingham and Solihull, and the
places where the Shakespeare family lived for 300
years. It visits historical sites including moated
manors, great houses and castles, the green oases
that remain centuries after the forest was cleared,
the tourist magnet of Stratford-upon-Avon and
considers the artists that came out of the area after
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Shakespeare, including Hobbit creator JRR Tolkien.
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The ruined keep of Kenilworth Castle, vandalism courtesy of Oliver Cromwell.

The birthplace of William Shakespeare in Henley
Street, Stratford-upon-Avon.

The cover of the first folio of 1623.

A summer’s day on the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal, as seen from the gardens of the Fleur de Lys.
Example of a double-page spread.

Henley-in-Arden’s famous ice cream parlour.

