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MID DORSET
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10 LEISURE WALKS OF DISCOVERY

Mid Dorset is dominated by the chalk massif of the
Dorset Downs. This was sheep country, for a
generation after Thomas Hardy's time, until most of

the flocks melted away during wartime ploughing o ' 0 i

and the agricultural revolution of the 1960s. Many of ~ ABOUT THE AUTHOR \ I
the ancient monuments have escaped the plough but ~ Rodney Legg is a prolific author and A BODT UP
great expanses of Celtic fields and settlements lie  historian who has published hundreds =
under prairie-sized fields of grain. of country walks. Nationally he is active

It is on the escarpments and hilltop ridges where ~ in the environmental movement having
patches of natural downland have survived. The  Peen chairman of the Open Spaces
characteristic flora comprises distinctive chalkland Soc'etx sinee |9§9 and a me,mber of e
plants which flourish on impoverished alkaline soils. ;he rullgsocouglcggg;he National Trust B 0
Several areas of open country, designated as such om o ' ey
for public access, are crossed en route. Though the : & {
area is ringed by country towns its heartland is as
sparsely populated as anywhere in Dorset. In places Rodney Legg
the road system is also minimal — which makes the
paths network even more important.

The ten circular walks, ranging from 3 to 8 miles,
suit the needs of families, groups of friends or
individuals looking for a gentle stroll or a longer walk,
and reflect the many varied facets of the area — its
people, its history, and its working landscape and will
help first time visitors to experience some of the HALSGROVE CATALOGUE

is available free or visit

Format: Hardback with full colour cover, 64pp, 110x155mm,

The ten walks are: Up Sydling and Batcombe; www.halsgrove.com illustrated with colour photographs and sketch maps.
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Melcombe; Milton Abbas and Bulbarrow; Okeford Halsgrove House, ublishead: Apri
Hill and Turnworth; Winterborne Stickland and Ryelands Industrial Estate,
Houghton. Bagley Road,Wellington,

Great Boolks from

Halsgrove's new-format guidebook, containing Somerset TA2| 9PZ
maps, photographs and useful information will Tel: 01823 653777
ensure a great walking experience. Packed with
colour, the book is an ideal reminder of a visit
to the area.
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