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Winston & Bob Thomas
Lying at the mouth of the River Parrett on
Bridgwater Bay, Burnham-on-Sea has been
dominated by the sea. A small village until the
late 1700s, the town grew as a seaside resort in
Victorian times and today Burnham is a thriving
town of some 18,000 people.
Local authors Winston and Robert Thomas
recount the many rich incidents of Burnham’s past,
reaching right back to Arthurian legend.They tell
of a major naval battle, smuggling, piracy, shipwreck
and “murder most foul”. Whilst they relate the
stories of the good, the bad and the downright
evil, most of this fascinating text is about ordinary
folk who sometimes did extraordinary things.
People like the fisherman who built a pub and ran
a toy warehouse and the parson who built a
lighthouse and a spa complex.Then there was the
farmer who narrowly escaped being drowned as
an infant, who went on to devise means of greatly
improving the productivity of his land and that of
his neighbours, as well as founding one of the
first friendly and mutual benefit societies. We
are reminded of the gardener who emigrated to
America and established what has become a
multi-million dollar business; the royal chef who
had a retirement home in the town, and the local
celebrity known for his ‘three mile voice’.
Above all,Winston and Robert Thomas paint a
picture (richly illustrated with over 300 images) of
what it has been like to live in Burnham in the last
century and a half: the schools, the clubs, the events,
the societies, the churches, the shops – the
warp and weft of everyday life in this fascinating
community.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Winston Thomas was born in 1909. His
father had his own business in Burnham,
which Winston succeeded to. He married
Una Clapp in 1938 and they had one son,
Robert. He was a member of the Local
Improvement Group for many years and a
shareholder in the Burnham Institute. Both
he and Una were active members of
the Burnham Dramatic Society when it
re-formed after the war.
Robert (Bob) was born in 1939. He
took over and ran the family painting
and decorating business, founded by his
grandfather FrankThomas back in the 1890s,
for several years before changing direction
and buying a restaurant (after training as a
chef). Over the years he has also worked in
a local nursing home, as a tutor in the
F.E. Centre, and as a market research
interviewer. In between whiles, he was a
regular contributor to Somerset Magazine.
There were two things that Winston
passed on to his son: a love of the town of
their birth including a deep interest in its
history, and perfectionism, which is why this
book has taken so long to write.
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Above: Antonio’s ice cream barrow at the top of
Seaview Road.
Above left: William Welland’s blacksmith’s shop in
Oxford Street. Joe Lynham, one of his men is filing
the horse’s hoof.
Left: Burnham Electric Theatre, the first custom-built
cinema in the town.

Above: Vicarage Terrace – part of Rev.
Davies’s fenced-off promenade may be
seen on the left.
Right: Hart House VAD hospital, recovering
amputees and other patients.
Below: Women and children on decking in
front of bandstand with National School in
background.
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