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The Story of the Seven Burhams by the Sea

The Burnhams Society History Group
The Book of the Burnhams begins with a look at the
early history and moves on through the Middle Ages
when East Anglia became rich from its wool and
cloth weaving. Norfolk was the centre of the early
Industrial Revolution and its huge churches testify to
this.
Great landowner pioneers such as Coke of Norfolk
transformed the nature of farming and this in turn
created a new social order in rural areas. The sea
also played an important part in the life of the region, with Overy Staithe handling ships bringing coal
in and taking out corn until the 19th century.
The coming of the railways opened up the outside
world to the county and, later, the rapid growth of
game shooting created a thriving industry. Later still
tourism and the growth in second-home ownership
brought new life to the communities. All these and
many other aspects of the past are included, making
The Book of the Burnhams a 'must read’ book for all
who love this county.
The Book of the Burnhams is one of the latest of
over 200 titles that now comprise the Halsgrove
Community History Series. Each book is a reflection of times past and a celebration of the sense
of belonging that exists in the community.
Halsgrove’s development of this series fulfils its aim
of working together with communities in collecting
and preserving information in published form.
The identification and conservation of photographs
is of particular importance as such material is all
too easily lost; images of people and places fade
from memory just as the photographs themselves
are subject to physical change.
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A writing team of twelve, including the
late Diana Mansell, with help from many
others, has compiled the Burnhams
Book.
It has been a challenging task to do
justice to the seven villages in the
Burnhams but through a lively text
and over 300 photographs the book
will become an essential pictorial
record of these communities.
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