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THOMAS HARDY’S
DORSET
Rodney Legg

Thomas Hardy celebrated the glorious
county of Dorset through his writings.
Today our vision of Dorset is very much
that fixed by Hardy in novels ranging from
Far From the Madding Crowd and The Mayor
of Casterbridge to Tess of the d’Urbervilles
and Jude the Obscure. Hurriedly produced in
instalments for magazines, they were then
reworked by Hardy with care and finesse,
and turned into world classics. He proceeded
to write some of the greatest poetry in the
English language.

Rodney Legg, the doyen of contemporary
Dorset authors, revisits the Dorset
heartland of Hardy’s Wessex. He charts
Thomas Hardy’s life and work through the
places he knew and the locations he
immortalised, from his birthplace at
Stinsford, to his old age at Max Gate,
with Swanage, Sturminster Newton,
Weymouth and Wimborne in between.
Fresh facts and anecdotes have come from
Moule family papers and visits to Fordington
Vicarage.They are brought together in a
lively and profusely illustrated biography
which will also be invaluable for those
studying Hardy at school or college.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Rodney Legg was born in Bournemouth
and has emerged as one of Dorset’s most
prolific historians. Having founded Dorset –
The County Magazine in 1968, as well as
starting theTyneham Action Group, he also
edited Purbeck and Poole Magazine.
He has published hundreds of country
walks including a total of 140 circuits for
Somerset Life.Through his efforts, with a
twenty-five-year personal campaign,
Thomas Hardy’s Max Gate home in
Dorchester was eventually opened to the
public. He achieved the same for Fort
Henry at Studland in 2002. Nationally he is
still active in the environmental movement
having been chairman of the Open Spaces
Society since 1989 and a member of the
ruling council of the NationalTrust from
1990 to 2009.



Fordington High Street, towards the artisan quarter of the county town

Garden view of Hardy’s Cottage with upstairs windows being those of the birth-room (above door)
and young Thomas Hardy’s bedroom (right)
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Above: Hardy shaved off his beard and sat
for his portrait, by William Strang, in 1892

Below: Example of a double-page spread.

Top: Tess Cottage at Evershot, on the corner of Back Lane
above the churchyard, retains its rustic look

Above: Hardy and Florence Dugdale, his second wife,
contemplating the future on the beach at Aldeburgh


