MERSEYSIDE
BLITZED

Neil Holmes

LIVERPOOL ISTHE HEART of Merseyside, but
surrounding the city on both banks of the
Mersey are major towns such as Birkenhead,
Bootle and Wallasey that have a proud history
and identity of their own. Although their fate
was and remains entwined with that of their
larger neighbour people often unfairly overlook
them.

Their experiences during World War Two
should not act as a footnote to the events in
Liverpool. The bombs that fell on these towns
were not dropped by accident as they
contained docks, shipyards and vital industries
of their own. Between them these areas
suffered over 1,200 deaths due to the air raids.
They also refused to bow to the pressure put
upon them, carrying on despite the terrible
impact the raids were having on their family,
friends, homes and places of work

Like Liverpool the faces of Wallasey,
Birkenhead and especially Bootle were dra-
matically aftered by the raids. Today's generation
have little to remind them of the scars that
the Luftwaffe left. By comparing the wartime
image to the modern viewpoint this book gives
the reader a link to the region's experiences
that mere statistics can never convey. It
completes the story begun in Liverpool Blitzed,
and inspires anyone to reflect on the sacrifice
and bravery of the whole region.
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MERSEYSIDE BLITZED

This image showing damage to Wallasey Town Hall
appeared in the Liverpool Echo on 2 September |940.

Left: This gaping hole is in the canal bridge where Stanley
Road crosses over the Leeds & Liverpool Canal. The
damage was caused by a high explosive bomb on the
night of 21 October |940.

Example of a double-page spread.
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Birkenhead. This photograph shows the premises of Hubbard and Martin, a firm of bakers which
stood on Pilgrim Street close to its junction with Chester Street. The damage seen here was done on
the night of 12/13 March 1941
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The building in the centre of this photograph is the remains of Birkenhead Park Station. The dam-
age occurred during the night of 12/13 March 1941



