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At the start of the Great War Canada recruited a
First Contingent of 30,600 men who, together with
537 men from Newfoundland, arrived in England in
October 1914.They spent the next |6 weeks
mostly in tents on Salisbury Plain in one of the
wettest winters on record, enduring poor
equipment, re-organizations, floods, mud and
disease and helping to build hutted camps. Training
suffered and discipline was questionable but both
countries’ officers and men went on to show
immense fighting courage, the Canadians saving
the day at the second Battle of Ypres soon after
leaving England.

As well as detailing all its hardships, this book
describes the Contingent’s formation, its arrival

in Plymouth, military and recreational experiences
on and off the Plain, and relationships with local
people.

The Canadian Army on Salisbury Plain presents a
fascinating and detailed view of an otherwise
neglected aspect of the First World War, when
soldiers from far-flung parts of the King-Emperor’s
Dominion rallied to the imperial flag and sailed
thousands of miles to take part in the greatest
armed struggle the world had ever known.
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Top left: Amesbury Station was the major railhead
for Salisbury Plain and handled many troops and
their equibment, as in this pre-war scene.

Above: Taps were the only washing facilities at
some camping-sites.

Left: These troops are wearing the unpopular
Oliver harness from which items of kit were hung.

Seen here at Valcartier, the 101st Edmonton Fusiliers comprised nearly all of the 9th Battalion.
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The Contingent is drawn up for parade in 1914.
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