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“TONs had a well-deserved reputation for rolling, even on wet grass, but despite
this and the privations of life in cramped conditions on board, the ships were very
popular with all who served in them. Often unsung, certainly uncomfortable and
sometimes in danger, the TONs went about their duties round the globe with the
Royal Navy and in many other navies as well.”

At the end of the Second World War it was generally accepted that the emphasis on mining had
shifted from deeply laid moored mines to ground mines laid in the shallow approaches to ports
and harbours. A design team was formed in Bath in 1947 and by 1949 had produced two
designs of an advanced concept for inshore and coastal work.

The onset of the Korean War and discovery of new, highly sensitive, Russian magnetic mines
accelerated production of the non-magnetic Coastal Minesweeper.The result was a very sturdy
and flexible craft, with a double mahogany hull over an aluminium frame, with non-magnetic
fittings, capable of undertaking ocean passages, and able to sweep both moored and ground
mines.

TONSs saw action at Suez (twice), Cyprus, in the confrontation with Indonesia, the Persian Gulf
and in Northern Ireland. In addition to minesweeping and mine hunting, they carried out
roles as diverse as patrol craft for fishery protection duties and to counter piracy, illegal
immigration, and terrorist gun-runners. They acted as gun platforms and diving tenders and
were the mainstay of the Royal Naval Reserve.

Published in association with the TON Class Association this superbly illustrated volume wiill
appeal to a wide-ranging service audience, from the ex-National Service junior rate to the First
Sea Lord. It will also be of interest to readers who may wish to learn more about such an
important part of our proud post-war maritime heritage.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Minewarfare & Clearance Diving Officer Rob Hoole's 32 years in the Royal Navy included service in HMS
Laleston and HMS Wilton. He was also Staff Operations Officer of the Third MCM Squadron of TON Class
minehunters based at Rosyth and the first Commanding Officer of HMS Berkeley, one of the Hunt Class
vessels that replaced the TONs. The compilation of this book was a team effort and Rob is extremely grate-
ful to his fellow members of the Editorial Panel for their tireless efforts and to all other TCA members whose

support made it possible.

For a full listing of all Halsgrove titles,
please visit our website at www.halsgrove.com

The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd.
Registered in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at Halsgrove House, Wellington TA21 9PZ.
Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals. Halsgrove® is a registered trademark. Copyright© 2015

HALSGROVE TITLE INFORMATION

AN ILLUSTRATED HisTORY OF THE TON CLASS
MINESWEEPERS AND MINEHUNTERS

EDITED BY ROB HOOLE

With a Foreword by HRH The Prince of Wales

Format: Hardback, 160 pages, 297x210mm, profusely
illustrated in black & white throughout

Price: £24.99

ISBN: 978 0 85704 127 2

Imprint: Halsgrove

Published: 2012, reprinted June 2015 N

Halsgrove Publishing, Halsgrove House, Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road,
Wellington, Somerset TA21 9PZ Tel: 01823 653777 Fax: 01823 216796
www.halsgrove.com e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com



LAST OF THE WOODEN WALLS

Left: Sailors from GAVINTON in Cyprus

ﬁ : Below: GAVINTON on the synchrolift at
| \ HM Naval Base, Rosyth

Below: HMS MULL OF KINTYRE with Seaward Defence Boats in the Far East
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(Cdr Peter Wyatt RN)
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