
The Halsgrove Group includes DAA Halsgrove Ltd., Halsgrove Ltd. & Halstar Ltd.
Registered in England & Wales Nos. 4136732, 6029724 & 6472636 at Halsgrove House, Wellington TA21 9PZ.

Imprints: Halsgrove, Ryelands, Halstar, PiXZ Books & Halswood Journals.  Halsgrove® is a registered trademark.  Copyright© 2016

Halsgrove Publishing, Halsgrove House, Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road, 
Wellington, Somerset TA21 9PZ   Tel: 01823 653777  Fax: 01823 216796

www.halsgrove.com    e-mail: sales@halsgrove.com

For a full listing of all Halsgrove titles, 
please visit our website at www.halsgrove.com

There was the man who stood in court, accused of murder, and never said a word. He

hadn’t spoken to anyone for years. Then there was the squire who was almost killed

by a crocodile, and the riot that broke out over a funeral path. These are just a few of

the tales in this collection.

The county of Yorkshire has arguably more than its fair share of stories in its colour-

ful and unique social history, and this book brings together a selected collection of

some of the best in the files of Stephen Wade, one of the foremost historians and

storytellers on Yorkshire themes. Here the reader will find records of astounding

longevity, bizarre crimes, unexplained appearances from some other dimension, and

in short, there will be surprises and shocks along the way as the focus shifts from

famous to infamous and from eccentric to heroic people who have figured in the story

of the Ridings.

There are unpredictable appearances too, of people usually associated with other

places, like George Sala, friend of Dickens, who tried to launch his ballooning career

in Hull, or the adventurer Harry de Windt, who was a judge at the Doncaster Air Show

when the women pilots competed with men and often won.

Yet the traditional tales are here too, so country houses, sea coasts and some

intriguing deviants and ‘characters’ have their place. Perhaps most compelling of all

are the stories from the odd footnotes of history, narratives missed in the chronicles

of this great English shire. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Stephen Wade is a writer and storyteller with many books on his home county of Yorkshire in
print. For Halsgrove he wrote Hauntings in Yorkshire, along with other paranormal tales. When
he is not writing, he is performing, presenting his Uncle Albert stories at festivals, libraries and
clubs, based on his short story collections. His latest social history books include No More
Soldiering and The Justice Women.
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