LINCOLNSHIRE UNUSUAL & QUIRKY

Andrew Beardmore

Lincolnshire conjures up images of fenland, windmills, and vast seas of crops and flow-
ers, along with rolling wolds, pretty towns and villages, and the gloriously medieval city
of Lincoln.

However, lurking not far beneath the surface is a host of oddities and peculiarities
that turn the apparently staid and conventional into something much more intriguing.
Therefore even the Conventional Lincolnshire section in this book is interspersed with
idiosyncratic “Quirk Alerts”; like anecdotes about which Lincolnshire town was the
capital of England in the early 11th century, and which village has been home to the King's
Champion since 1066. Alternatively, you'll need a strong stomach to read of the Hideous
Happening in Holbeach, while you'll be amazed at the Lincolnshire horse that walked 120
miles to Aintree, promptly won the Grand National and then walked home again!

Naturally, though, it is the Quirky Lincolnshire section where things turn very strange,
and where a seemingly random almanac of 58 Lincolnshire places have their quirkiest
facts laid bare: like which villages are home to a bizarre one-way system, the largest
single-handed clock in the world, and the first ever carving of an ursine musician! Then
there’s the village where T.E. Lawrence wrote Seven Pillars of Wisdom, the village that ap-
pears as a character in Bridget Jones’s Diary...or what about which three villages are home
to the mystery White Lady, the ghostly Black Lady, and a deaf and grumpy mole-catcher?

Alternatively, find out who are nicknamed Meggies, and what the Lincolnshire words
kek and yaffle mean. Finally, why not learn about some ancient and bizarre Lincolnshire
town and village customs — such as the one involving a virgin in mourning garb, another
which involves setting fire to a Fool, and yet another which involves the local vicar, a whip
and 30 pieces of silver! If you think you know Lincolnshire, read this fascinating and pro-
fusely illustrated book and think again...
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Left: The warehouse at Austen Fen, built in the
early 19th century on the Louth Navigation.

Below: The golden sands of Cleethorpes along
with the pier which was built in 1873.

Above: The Star of the
East, Mablethorpe, a
promotional beacon that
stands 46ft (14m) high.

Example of a double-page spread.

Right: View of the west frontage of Lincoln
LINCOLNSHIRE: UNUSUAL & QUIRKY LINCOLNSHIRE: UNUSUAL & QUIRKY Cathedral, InC|Uding the three Central Norman
arches and the Norman doorways beneath, all of which date from the 1141 build.
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