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Although Exmoor is renowned for its wild landscapes and impressive coast, it
has also been home to some remarkable railways. Significant and much-loved
lines such as the Taunton-Barnstaple, Exe Valley and Barnstaple-Ilfracombe have
long gone, swept away by the Beeching axe, although traces of them can be
followed on the ground to this day. Others catered for industry which once found
a home on the moor, such as the West Somerset Mineral Railway, whose
spectacular incline still descends from the heights of the Brendon Hills towards
the Bristol Channel.
Above all, Exmoor today boasts the unique Lynton-Lynmouth Cliff Railway;
the longest preserved steam railway in the country, in the West Somerset Railway
which skirts the northern fringes of the National Park; and the Lynton-Barnstaple
Railway which, when fully restored, will be the longest narrow gauge line in
England.
Now fully revised, updated and re-illustrated, this classic guide to the railways
round Exmoor appears again by popular demand. Fully comprehensive, it
tells the history of Exmoor’s railways from their earliest days and captures the
ongoing story of the area’s preserved railways in their twenty-first century glory.
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Southern Class N2-6-0 No. 31841 with an up freight train crossing the
River Taw at Barnstaple. The bridge is now demolished. (R.E.Toop)
Example of a double-page spread.

Lyd and Isaac at MP 151⁄2. (Will Curry)

Right: The Lynton – Lynmouth
Cliff Railway opened on
Easter Monday 1890.

Below: Dulverton Station, c.1900. (Dulverton Heritage Centre)

