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Not far from Dorsetshire’s county town of Dorchester – in the hamlet of Higher

Bockhampton – stands a thatched cottage situated on the edge of a wild heath.

Here, in the year 1840, Thomas Hardy was born.

During his childhood and youth, Hardy immersed himself in the beautiful and

evocative countryside which surrounded him. He learned the violin, his family

being musicians and members of the nearby Stinsford church ‘quire’. Even as a

youth there were indications that Hardy had a gift for writing. Furthermore, the

home and environment which Hardy enjoyed for much of the first thirty-four

years of his life, including its folk and folklore, provided a backdrop and inspira-

tion for many of the famous novels for which he is known today.

Doyen of Dorset historians, Andrew Norman, looks in detail at the home and

environment which inspired Hardy to become the towering giant of English let-

ters. Along the way he uncovers fascinating new information about the young

Thomas Hardy, including the revelation of the identity of at least one of Hardy’s

illegitimate children.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Andrew Norman was born in Newbury, Berkshire, UK in 1943. Having been educated at Thorn-
hill High School, Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), Midsomer Norton Grammar
School, and St Edmund Hall, Oxford, he qualified in medicine at the Radcliffe Infirmary. He has
two children Bridget and Thomas, by his first wife.

From 1972-83, Andrew worked as a general practitioner in Poole, Dorset, before a spinal 
injury cut short his medical career. He is now an established writer whose published works 
include biographies of Charles Darwin, Winston Churchill, Thomas Hardy, T.E. Lawrence, 
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Thomas Hardy Senior. Painting by
Mary Hardy.  Photo: Dorset County 
Museum

Jemima Hardy. Painting by Mary
Hardy.  Photo: Dorset County Museum

Augusta and Charles Willsher with their eight children. Top row: Ethel May, Gertrude
Ellen, Hilda Kate (‘Cissie’). Bottom row: Florence Mary, Harry John (‘Jack’), Augusta 
holding Winifred Avis, husband Charles, Frank Harold, Percy Charles. Photo: Robert Carew

Statue of Thomas Hardy by Eric Henri Kennington,
Dorchester.  Photo: Rodney Poulsen

Above right: Statue of Thomas Hardy by Eric Henri Kennington, 
Dorchester.  Photo: Rodney Poulsen

Below: Higher Bockhampton: the Cottage.  Photo: Heather Cowper
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